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FAQ’s

• Is this session being recorded? Yes

• Can I get a copy of the slides? Yes, we’ll email a PDF copy to 

you after the session has ended.

• Can we arrange a re-run for colleagues? Yes, just ask us.

• How can I ask questions? All lines are muted so please use 

the chat facility – if we run out of time we will follow up 

with you.
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• Premier accredited partner to IBM and Predictive 

Solutions specialising in advanced analytics & big 

data technologies

• Work with open source technologies (R, Python, 

Spark etc.)

• Team each has 15 to 30 years of experience working 

in the advanced and predictive analytics industry

• Deep experience of applied advanced 

analytics applications across sectors

– Retail
– Gaming
– Utilities
– Insurance
– Telecommunications
– Media
– FMCG



A SELECT INTERNATIONAL COMPANY

Agenda

• Creating custom ‘hot buttons’
• Introducing the Custom Dialog Builder
• Creating a custom dialog that to quickly switch between Tablelooks
• Creating a custom dialog to combine different routines in a single location
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Creating custom ‘hot buttons’
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The OUTPUT MODIFY command

• OUTPUT MODIFY is a powerful and 
functionally rich procedure that can apply 
formatting and other changes to the 
contents of the active Viewer window.

• It is useful for automatically deleting 
unwanted objects such as warnings or 
syntax logs

• It can also be used to highlight specific 
types of values such as totals in tables
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The OUTPUT MODIFY command

• The following syntax deletes all preceding 
output except for tables and charts

OUTPUT MODIFY
/SELECT ALL EXCEPT (TABLES CHARTS)
/DELETEOBJECT DELETE = YES.
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The OUTPUT MODIFY command

• The following syntax finds Frequency tables in the output viewer and emboldens 
the Total values in each table

OUTPUT MODIFY
/SELECT TABLES
/IF SUBTYPES=["Frequencies"]
/TABLECELLS SELECT=["Total"] 

SELECTDIMENSION=ROWS 
STYLE=BOLD APPLYTO=ROW.

See the Smart Vision Europe video series ‘Getting Started with SPSS 
Syntax’ for more details: 
https://www.sv-europe.com/video-guides/

https://www.sv-europe.com/video-guides/
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The OUTPUT MODIFY command

In our example we will use the following command to simply remove headings, outline 
headers and warnings

OUTPUT MODIFY  
/SELECT LOGS WARNINGS OUTLINEHEADERS HEADINGS
/DELETEOBJECT DELETE= YES.
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Customising the Toolbar
1
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Customising the Toolbar

2 3
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Introducing the Custom Dialog Builder
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Example:

FREQUENCIES VARIABLES= Variablex
/ORDER=ANALYSIS.

• This is the default syntax for a frequencies procedure 

• Where Variablex could be continuous or categorical
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Example:

FREQUENCIES VARIABLES= Variablex
/ORDER=ANALYSIS

/FORMAT=NOTABLE
/NTILES=4
/PERCENTILES=5.0 95.0 
/STATISTICS=STDDEV RANGE MINIMUM MAXIMUM MEAN MEDIAN SKEWNESS
/HISTOGRAM NORMAL
/ORDER=ANALYSIS.

• But what if you wanted the default syntax to look like this: where Variablex
could only be a continuous variable?
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Creating a Custom Dialog to switch TableLooks
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Creating a Custom Dialog to switch TableLooks
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Combining different procedures in a single dialog
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Combining Separate Procedures

• Suppose we want to create a dialog 
that combines separate procedures.

1. If only one continuous variable is 
selected we get a Descriptives Report 

2. But if a second categorical (or 
grouping) variable is selected we get a 
Descriptives and a Means report

1

2
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Combining Different Procedures

1

2

This approach generates an error as 
everything in the Syntax template is 
execute even if the parameters are 
not populated
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Combining Separate Procedures

But if we isolate the different 
procedures with different elements 
of the dialog then those procedures 
will execute only when those 
elements are selected 
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Create customized charts: Search “GPL SPSS”



A SELECT INTERNATIONAL COMPANY

Download our new e-book for free
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Smart Vision’s Online Training Resources

https://www.sv-europe.com/smart-vision-spss-courses/introduction-ibm-spss-statistics-course/

https://www.sv-europe.com/smart-vision-spss-courses/statistical-significance-testing-spss-statistics/

To access many of these courses for free or at a greatly reduced price, use offer code: webinar100 

https://www.sv-europe.com/smart-vision-spss-courses/introduction-ibm-spss-statistics-course/
https://www.sv-europe.com/smart-vision-spss-courses/statistical-significance-testing-spss-statistics/
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Working with Smart Vision Europe Ltd.
• Sourcing Software

– You can buy your analytical software from us often with discounts
– Assist with selection, pilot, implementation & support of analytical tools
– http://www.sv-europe.com/buy-spss-online/

• Training and Consulting Services
– Guided consulting & training to develop in house skills
– Delivery of classroom training courses / side by side training support
– Identification & recruitment of analytical skills into your organisation

• Advice and Support
– offer ‘no strings attached’ technical and business advice relating to analytical 

activities
– Technical support services around SPSS

http://www.sv-europe.com/buy-spss-online/
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Thank you

Contact us:

+44 (0)207 786 3568
info@sv-europe.com
Twitter: @sveurope
Follow us on Linked In
Sign up for our Newsletter

mailto:info@sv-europe.com
http://www.linkedin.com/company/2884281?trk=tyah&trkInfo=tas:smart%20vision%20europe
http://www.sv-europe.com/eu/newsletter

